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To: Stewe Brand

It  is a pleasure to aff l rm ny support  for a f i lm to be created by
Sstewe grlnd on Abraha'n .foahua Hegche]. (190?-1-972) t ttre JewLsh
plr i losopher,  thec] 'oglan, and social  actLvlst .  t {eschel ls a great
wri ter ind wirr id thtnker,  a theoJ-ogian, an. interpreter of Judalsm
and rel igr ious anct ethical  JudErment for gentLles as.wel l  as Jews-
His wivic l  t t reological .  and ethical  wri t ings and social  act ion
reconci le tradl t ional fal th and piety with modern approactres to
re l ig lon  and mora l  respons ib i l l t y -

Steve Brand lr imself  Ls a gl f ted interpreter of contemporary
rel igious an<l histor ical  experience. Hi.s f i ln,  oKaddlstrr"  |s
r--aikab]'y balanced and sensltive, and I aq confldent that he
wl l l  do a suPerb job on Hesctrel .

I am the auttror of two bookg on Hesche].: a futly documented
biography of his years in turope, A, i I .  Hesqhel '  Pfophet ic t t f i t r leFs
(ya le  i ln l , ve .s i ty  Press .  1998) ,  a  f ina l i s t  in  t } . �e  Nat lona l  Jer * lsh

Book Awardsi and an lnterpretat ion of hls works, Hol ineFs in
l f o r d s ;  A . , J -  H e s c h e l ' s  P o e t { c s  o f  P i e t v  t S U l f Y  P r e s s r  1 9 9 6 ) .  T h e
Iatter book was pgllishcd in French transl"ation ln 1999, Ide
Saintetl€ en paroles, bY Les Edl-tions du Cerf and lt inspired a
syrposrr:m on t{eschel ln Parls in .January 2OO0 in which I
ptriicipatect- I am currenlly work1'ng on wolune tuo of ttre Hesctrel
t ioqrraptry,  also under contract ui th Yale Unlversi ty Press.

I am pLeased tql gierve as a consultant for Stewe Brand's proposed
film on nbrahan Jogtrua lleacheL. It will be an extremely important
contr lbut ion to t t re understanding of rel igt lous l i fe in the Unlted
States and to lnterfai th re].at ions l rere and in ottrer countr les -

S incere ly  yours ,

Edward K. Kaplan
Ctrair ,  Program in Rel iglous StudLes
Professor of French

and Coqraratl.rze I"ltsrature
nranrlej"e Uniwersi ty
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